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the MTW medical teams will
be back, a ministry that opens
doors to conversations about

the gospel, builds trust, and, God willing, will lay the foundation
for a different kind of church in Suki.

We're on our way to visit a boy and his mother, whom Gizaw came
to know through a medical clinic last fall. Estifo was a normal,
laughing 2-year-old when meningitis robbed him of speech, bowel
control, and the ability to walk or even sit up. That was 13 years ago.

Estifo's mother, Tigist, invites us into the family’s two-room home
of mud walls, scavenged furniture, and windows made of cor-
rugated metal and sheet plastic. Estifo is propped on a mattress

on the floor. He seems happy, smiling and vocalizing constantly;
in contrast, his mother’s mute pain is palpable. Tigist had brought
Estifo to the medical clinic for seizures, which medication was able
to control; but the family was devastated: they had expected the
meds to restore his ability to walk and talk. Today, as most days,
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Tigist longs for someone to simply take him outside in the sun,
but Estifo is awkward and heavy. So they remain in the house,
with one bare light bulb burning and a poster of the alphabet
tacked to the otherwise bare walls.

Gizaw: The Compassionate Evangelist

As we ask Gizaw questions, (How much money do they live on?
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Does Estifo understand what we are saying?), Gizaw’s eyes well up

with tears. “I have come to see him, emotionally, as my son,” he
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says quietly. Gizaw has a son Estifo’s age. He covers his face in his

hands, which are pressed together in a teepee, and we are silent.

{ Estifo is suddenly quieter, too, and his vocalizations distinctly
change from happy to sober. He says the one thing that sounds to
I me like a word: “Oh.” Gizaw takes his hands down. “Pleading for

him on the back in hands akes yﬁl i rn into help,” he says, barely above a whisper. Someone suggests that we pray.

asking him, “When will you'€om ;.- k™S

Gizaw asks Tigist, who is
Orthodox, if she would be
willing. “Yes, please pray,” she

replies. As we pray Gizaw comes g
to life, translating our prayers
into Ambaric, gesturing and
imploring the Lord to provide
and for Jesus to be near. It is

now Tigist who hides her face

Gizaw translates our prayers for Tigist
and her son, Estifo.

in her hands as she listens.
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Jason: The Gracious Strategist
MTW missionary Jason Polk

is a good driver. This is an
essential quality if you want

to get around in Addis, where
streets and roundabouts are
choked with aggressive taxis,

scores of pedestrians, donkeys,

horses, and the occasional ox.
He is unfazed when there are four lanes of traffic on a two-lane
road and motorcycles are speeding between cars. He drives
while talking calmly of church-planting methods and strategies,
never pausing to just think—think!—as he threads through the

rush-hour mayhem.

His house is similarly chaotic, as most houses with a baby and
toddler are, especially when visitors pop in with little warning.
Liz is gracious, easy, and tired. Parenting small children can be
overwhelming in any culture, but leaving the conveniences of
the U.S. for the quirkiness of Addis can feel like swimming in
wet concrete. Add to it that the Polks have to cook gluten-free
and help their 3-year-old negotiate culture shock. Right now
the baby, Isaiah, has had it for the day and is letting everyone
know that. Liz puts him down for the night, while Jason sits
down with his mini-me, Nathan, and reads a book to him. In

this context too, he is unflappable.

In this city known as the “capital of Africa” Jason stands out—
blonde hair, blue eyes, over six feet, St. Louis native. He looks
like a big kid, maybe someone who could be pushed around,
but his self-deprecating manner disguises a sharp mind. Ask
him anything, and his knowledge is encyclopedic: the history
of Ethiopia and how that affects ministry (they were never
colonized), the intricacies of the Amharic language (it’s
Semitic, and I can’t remember why, but it’s difficult), church-
planting strategy (he’s written a pretty
inspiring plan), what the unspoken traffic
rules are when you're negotiating the wild

roundabouts in Addis (it's about momen-

tum, which is speed plus size), how to

decline an invitation in this culture Interested in

(indirectly), the spiritual side of driving in becoming a

Addis (“He will make a lane where there

seems to be no lane,” Jason jokes of the We need you!

Email us at

go@mtw.org.

classic hymn).
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Jason Polk listens as a
woman shares her story.

church planter?
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Gizaw and Jason are part of the MTW/ACT team (AIDS
Care and Treatment), which provides about 350 families in
some of the poorest slums of Addis with food, shelter, medical
care, counseling, school fees, orphan care, and Bible study and
discipleship opportunities. Its a large team comprised of MTW
missionaries and Ethiopian leaders. The team’s focus has been to
care for people with HIV/AIDS, a program that’s so successful
the government adopted the same protocol throughout the city.

All along, they've had a vision to plant churches out of these
works of mercy, and team leader and MTW missionary Andy

Tigist's eyes show the weight of caring
for a special-needs child in Addis Ababa.

Warren believes they’re now ready. He’s providentially recruited
the right people to the job: enter the Polks and Meleses. Jason,

a former pastor at Grace Presbyterian in St. Chatles, Mo., a
clear-minded strategist, joined the team with his wife Liz a year
ago. Gizaw, long-time leader of operational and pastoral care
ministries for the ACT team and an Addis native, is a passionate
evangelist. Andy is looking for one more Ethiopian to round out

a church-planting trio.

In Addis, you can rent a plot of land anywhere in town, stick up
a loudspeaker and tent, and have 50 congregants at your church
the first week. Voila! You have planted a church. But Andy and
the other leaders believe the city is hungry for a church that

will go deeper: providing discipleship, teaching, and theological
training for lay people and leaders, yet not neglect the team’s

original call to acts of mercy and ministry to the poor.

This is holistic church planting, a strategy birthed out of the

recognition that all of creation belongs to God. Jason explained,
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“Jesus cares about every facet of people’s lives and every dimen-

sion of life. So, Jesus has something to say about HIV/AIDS, He
has something to say about this family not having clean water ...
He has something to say about people’s relationships with Him
being broken by sin, He has something to say about lack of jobs
in the community, He has something to say about all that. So

our message, our actions in the community should reflect that.

“So as we think about what it will mean to plant churches, to

proclaim the gospel in [Suki], we are going to look there and see,
What are the effects of sin? What are the issues in this commu-

nity that Jesus has something to say about?”

Jesus has something to say about Estifo. While on earth, He
raised the lame man from his cot; recently He raised Estifo off
his floor mat and into a custom wheelchair through your dona-
tions and the efforts of Linda Swallow, the ACT Project’s nurse

practitioner and patient advocate.

ESUTOS 1dCE DrIgNTENSAas NELIES Out nis
-UsStom wneetcnair 1or tne Tirst tme.

Because of this and many other kindnesses, the community of
Suki is opening up. They’re just launching this ministry—they've
so far held six medical clinics (with another two scheduled for
this fall) and have surveyed the residents and opened an office.

The news is spreading. Recently, a construction worker building

high-rise condos on Suki’s border was electrocuted and his fellow

workers rushed him to the as-yet-unmarked church
office there. As he told this story, Andy Warren won-
dered aloud how they knew where to go for help. The
answer is clear: In Addis, an organization stands or falls
through word of mouth, and word is getting around
Suki that these people care, and they’re connected to
something bigger.

In Suki,;any visitors
attract alfollowing.
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Building on this trust, God willing, Jason, Help us plant churches

that transform
communities!

Gizaw, and the rest of the team are praying not
just for the establishment of one church in Suki,

but a Spirit-led church-planting movement that We have immediate oppor-

tunities for church planters
in the Czech Republic,
Greece, Thailand, Peru,
and the UK.

will transform the city—body and soul. [

If youd like to partner with the MTW/ACT

project, go to www.mtwact.org. Read about one
Ready to GO? Email us at

go@mtw.org.

interns experience in Ethiopia this summer in

“The Privilege of Relationship” on page 12.

Jason and Gizaw outside MTW/ACT office.
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Mission to the World

Greenville, South Carolina
Register at www.mtw.org/gmc

Ravi Zacharias
Founder and President,
Ravi Zacharias
International Ministries
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 Pastor, First Greek Evangellcal
Church, Athens, Greece

Paul Kooistra
Coordinator, Mission to the World

National Coordinator,
Reformed University Ministries

Joinus in the city in 2014!
Domestic and international
inner-city projects need you!
Contact us at 2wk@mtw.org.

gement
(CISM) - Group Crisis Intervention Course
Nov. 7-8, Greenville, SC A"
Come early to the Global Missions Conference ==
for this two-day workshop and eam 14 CE credits. ‘-,-*5?& GLOBAL DISASTER

. . . D r f Al
(ontact disaster@mtw.org for more information. RESPONSE

Howwillthis year:

(S fax
law changes atiectiyour
tax:and estate planninge

Mission to the World’s Estate and Gift Design
Department can serve you through our no-cost and
no-obligation estate design service. We can help
you design a complete estate plan including IRA
charitable rollovers and donor-advised funds.

For more info, contact
estategiftemtw.org
or 678-823-0004 x2291

... Their materials were
professional ... service was
excellent.” - MTW Partner Doug Haskew

The Cost
of Missions

Recently someone remarked to me that sending a missionary to

Dr. Paul Kooistra

another country was just too expensive. It is expensive. But my
purpose here is not to defend the cost. What I am concerned
about is that there seems to be a growing trend to treat God’s
kingdom work as if it were a secular investment. There was a time
when missionaries went into the world knowing it would cost
them everything. They would die, their spouses would die; even
their children would die. Yet the entire Church was committed to

spread the good news of Jesus Christ despite the cost.

Today I have observed a growing number of churches that have

little or no enthusiasm for missions. Missions budgets shrink and
no one seems to sound an alarm. Few pastors today preach about
missions, and missionaries returning from their field assignments

do not receive the encouragement and love they need.

Why should we even care?

Let us again remember the last words of Jesus on this earth, “But
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Sa-
maria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8, NIV).

A disinterest in missions is a sign of a spiritually sick
church. Such a church has lost its first love. They have
lost sight of Christ. A vibrant, healthy church is al-
ways reaching out to bring others into the family and
kingdom of God—uwhether it is in their local neigh-
borhood or on the other side of the world.

When we pray for missions we ought to pray for ourselves—that
the Holy Spirit would move us and empower us to do the min-
istry of missions. This is the Spirit's primary work, and it is our

primary work.

If our church does not obey the call of Christ, it has no future.

Rl fozalia

It will dry up and slowly die.
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In their book Do Hard Things, Alex and Brett Harris say that one
of the hardest “hard things” for teenagers is stepping out of their
comfort zone. “Everybody likes to feel strong and smart. That
means as soon as we start to feel stretched or pushed past our
limits, we hit the brakes, slam into reverse, and scoot back to our
comfort zones.” This spring, 16 teens from Florida resisted that
impulse and launched from their comfort zone into “the God

zone” on an MTW short-term missions trip to Jamaica.

“Teenagers want to be cool,
and this kind of trip breaks
through some of that ...,”
said Mick Weltin, the
youth pastor of First Pres-
byterian Church of Coral
Springs, who led the team.
“When you get out of your
comfort zone in Jamaica,
it’s easier to get out of your

comfort zone back home.”

Assembling a packing list

Gabrielle DiN: th realtl
anewfou = -
- A

activities, Gabrielle DiNardo thought she knew exactly what she

a month in advance and

mapping out precise daily

needed to do in preparation for her short-
BY: SUSAN FIKSE term mission to Jamaica. But even planning
ahead didn’t enable her to squeeze comfort
into this zone. In true missions trip style, plans changed. “It
helped me to realize that 'm not in control of everything,” said
Gabrielle. “I need to adapt to changes.” She said this lesson
will stick with her in a big way. “I learned that the point of the

missions trip is to make the missions world your daily world.
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: H )
You are supposed to come at your normal life with the same at-

titude [you had on] the missions trip .... Put others’ needs above

your own. Change your plans. Trust God.”

Entering the God Zone

Jessica Monteiro, another member of the short-term team agreed.

“We need to trust in Him. When we do, we’re not in a comfort
zone, but a God zone!” Her most poignant moment of forsaking
her comfort zone for the “God zone” was in a Jamaican infirmary
where eldetly people were packed 14 to each dorm-sized room.
Jessica remembers spotting a woman in a corner, lying on her
side, immobile. Flies swarmed all over her because she was unable
to move enough to swat them away. Jessicas eyes fixed on the
woman’s wrist, where a bracelet read: Jesus. “I asked her if she
knew who Jesus was,” Jessica remembered. “T’ll never forget the
hope in her eyes. She said, Jesus, no sweeter name.” That was a
WOW moment! You look at where she is and she is still able to
say that there’s no sweeter name than Jesus. It was amazing. It’s

the hope we all have.”

Jessica Monteiro holds a child
while sitting with

Philip Ajamian

of MTW.

FPC stud_e_nts take Jamaica
girls for aswing

For Gabrielle, leaving her comfort zone behind may be an

enduring theme as she heads to college this fall. “Being on a
missions trip, you can see your role in God’s ministry in a bigger
way,” she said. “I'm thinking about becoming certified to teach
English as a second language. I wouldnt have seen how I
could use my gifts and personality and interests in this way
unless I had tried it.” Gabrielle realized that in Jamaica, “you
don’t have to go to seminary or even be a missionary doctor —
if you are somewhere, helping someone, showing God’s love,

you are a missionary.”

A Foundation for Growth

During the intensity of their week in Jamaica, the Coral
Springs missions team left the comfort zone of their high
school social groups and coalesced in ways youth group
meetings never accomplished. “One of my favorite parts
of the trip was when we finished work, we had worship
together,” explained Gabrielle. “Some of the seniors
spoke and led Bible studies. We talked about what we

did for the day, how we reacted and how we felt. It helped
me to get to know the students on the team.” For teenagers,

expanding friendship and trust among their peers might

be the hardest “hard thing” of all.

ASRED HER IFSHE KN

“Building on the

WWHD SESUS WAS, ..

)

{EVER FORGET THE K

Jessica and Gabrielle, along with their teammates, dared to defy
their longing for comfort and embrace the unknown in Jamaica.
In this way, authors Alex and Brett Harris would say that these
students have built a launching pad for the future. “If we want
to continue to grow and learn for the rest of our lives, we must
beat these fears—not by making them go away, but by recogniz-
ing that there is something worse than discomfort, worse than
the unknown, worse than failure,” they said. “The worst thing

is to never try at all.” As they leave the comfort of their homes,
church, and youth group for college, Jessica, Gabrielle, and
their teammates go in the confidence that they have endured

discomfort, refused to

be paralyzed by fear,

FPC students on the

and experienced the construction crew.

strength, peace, and joy -
of “the God zone.” @l

Learn how FPC’s short-
term ministry is impacting
their church and the
community in our View

from the Church article,

Mountaintop” on page 13

of this issue of Network.

Join Us in 2014 for
a Short-Term Trip!

20+ ministry sites!

International
U.S./Canada +Belize - Jamaica
- Native American/First Nations < Mexico  «Peru
« Inner-City Kids + And more....

mtw.org/explore - 2wk@mtw.org

« Internationals
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Arab Spring, Arab Summer, Arab Fall, Arab Winter . ..
Egyptian youth are disillusioned. So are Iranian youth. Recent
demonstrations in Turkey indicate that the same is true in that

Middle Eastern country.

It is not just youth culture that is at odds with an older generation.

Sunni and Shiite differences are exploding into increasing violence

in Lebanon, Syria, and Pakistan.

Generational and religious differences are not the only factors
that create violence in the Muslim world. Ethnicity plays a part as
well. Often described as “the world’s largest people group without

Church in the Roman world is one example. Luther’s and Calvins
ideas swept through the Europe of the 1600s due to technological
change (the printing press) and socio-economic change (the emer-
gence of an entrepreneurial middle class). Wesley and Whitfield
shared the gospel in mass gatherings driven by working conditions
of the industrial revolution.

BY: JUD*
We know from Scripture
that God is building His Church, expanding His kingdom and
drawing the elect from every nation to Himself. Today we are
seeing this in the Muslim world in the midst of rapid, unprecedented

change in economic, political, social, and religious culture. It is as if the

a country,” Kurdish people who are a minority group in a least a entire region is coming unglued.
half-dozen Muslim countries are persecuted simply because they LiTTLe Known FacTs aBouT
are Kurds. We Need a “Ministry Spring” ~ THE GROWTH OF THe KInGbom

(source: Joshua Project)
In part, those changes mean

Inaccurate Media Portrayal that some of our MTW work- phsaEGabllionpeoplc MHEwo:

American media focuses most of its reporting on the terror aspect ers are being forced to leave : Czt'f.bi."ion A S}FStian (7\:8 T""on are Evangelical
of all of this unrest—primarily on the roles of Al-Qaeda, Hezbol- their fields. Is that because God isian); 1.3 bllion are Muslim.
lah, the Muslim Brotherhood, and the Taliban in relation to the has stopped working among »In AD 100 there were 360 people for every believer

Now there are 7.3 people for every believer.
U.S.—and secondarily on “state sponsored” violence against Israel. Muslims? Or is God asking us, =l 4

. - + 86% of all unreached people groups lie within the
His Church, to work dlffer ) region called the 10/40 window, which is between
ently? Perhaps the globalization 10 and 40 degrees north and from the west coast

Its profit margin is driven, more often than not, by sensation.

The question for the Church is whether or not U.S. news provides of the Muslim world is calling of Africa to the east coast of Asia.

an accurate picture of what God is doing in the Muslim world. for more global efforts. +91% of all Christian outreach/evangelism does not
And then there is the question of whether or not we would do target non-Christians, but targets other Christians.
something more ourselves—given the knowledge that God is While details can't be shared in

doing far more than we imagine. print, positive results are accompanying societal upheaval. Muslims

are coming to Christ. Converts are meeting for fellowship, prayer,

LITTLE KNOWN FacTs aBOUT preaching of the Word, and celebration of the sacraments.

THe MusLiIm woRrLD

(source: Wikislam) Partnerships between U.S. churches and local churches overseas

- Iran has the lowest mosque attendance have been created. The exchange of resources (prayer, training, mu-

of any Muslim country, with less than

tual encouragement, as well as finances) has been very encouraging.
2% of adults attending Friday services.

+ Mosque attendance is dropping
faster than church attendance in the
Netherlands.

The missions force that MTW has working in the Muslim world
is about one-fifth of the total MTW missions force worldwide.

We work in over 30 countries. We need to grow. Rapid change

«The Maldives, an Islamic country with
a100% Muslim population, has the
highest divorce rate in the world.

calls for rapid response.

We need young men and women who will follow God’s calling in
« Alcohol consumption in Muslim regions

of the world (Middle East and North
Africa) increased by 25% in five years.

new and creative ways. We need a “ministry spring”—an “occupy”

movement directed at the unreached nations of the Muslim world.

Is God calling you?
We need laborers!

Muslim World Coming Unglued

Jud is international director of Christian-Muslim relations for MTW. He began

Help reach the Muslim world for .
We know from the history of the Church that the gospel has work in the Muslim world in 1972 and has spent extensive time in Asia,

Christ. Contact us to learn how
you can serve in this vital mis-

sions field. Email go@mtw.org.

spread rapidly during times of social and political unrest. The early Europe, and the Middle East. *last name withheld
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The Privilege of Relationship

Building on the Mountaintop
Thoughts on My Internship in Ethiopia

Short-Term Mission Yields Hometown Impact

My time in E; thIOpIa haS come to an On our last day, one of the boys in my 5th and 6th grade class, A nyone WhO ha S been a round a PCA expectations and to pray for them.” Similarly, since the trip this

end. We had gone to love and serve ~ ho es normallya tough, rowdy, rambunctious fellow hugged church long enough has seen the past March h tarh "as ! g P R A
me tightly and told me through tears that he loved me and both the church and the community.

some of the would miss me. I was struck by his uncharacteristic display of “S lideshows and heard th e stories.
pooreSt children emotion, but I later realized that many of these kids have very | went to bless Othel‘s, but | ended up Taking it Home BY: PHIL MOBLEY

in the world. But what I realized was few mentors in their lives who make a consistent, dedicated, being more blessed myself!” The town of Coral Springs, . .
th at over th e course of two months daily effort to serve their needs while building a genuine friend- located in south Florida, provides ample opportunity to put this
. ship with them and loving them for who they are. As a result, it B . . inspiration into practice. “As a church, we try to follow Acts 1:8,
we had beCOme fal’ more than ]USt makes it all chf IRIRRISRRIS RUNE LI SESRIR (Rt | o This is a frequent refrain from people returning from short-term moving outward from our Jerusalem and Judea into Samaria
teachers serv Ing the needs of these shown up every day for two months, tried their best to love them mission projects, and ieillstEEeAE RN and the ends of the earth,” noted Weltin, “This is a cross-cultural

in ways that we don't expect. Individual spiritual development community; so they are all right here.” Serving locally is hard-

kIdS we h a d b ecome th e ir frie n dS. with Christ’s love, and worked to make a significant investment

in their lives. Such consistency is hard to come by in their lives.
- l" _.. >

<« . . » 3
and “mountaintop experiences” are common. But the impact wired into FPC’s short-term trip process. “Its a rule that you

can—and, perhaps,

should—be broader.

The reaction of our kids when we left gives me hope that the way

we loved them gave credibility to the words we spoke during our

Bible lessons and testimonies. My hope is that our actions and

our words both testified to the love and grace of Christ. e Vsidniie

‘ assistant pastor at First
As I witnessed how God is at work in Ethiopia restoring broken Presbyterian Church
’ lives, families, and communities, my eyes have been opened to (FPC) in Coral
« i i  the vastness of God's mission o restore H1s_ creat] GqJnd Springs, Fla., and also
- to redeem gcople o1 (C ngg 5 serves as chaplain at .-
Alex and th ef interns connected / % + . i1 . 1 . | FPC'students served in Halti
easily with the Ethiopian children. -., AN B has fueled a desire in me _, e work of Christs Chure — Coral Springs Chris- | S{WIISTHlor e

blaces

across the globe in tian Academy. He has

The last two weeks of the tutoris led several short-term teams in recent years, including have to be serving here in order to go on a trip with us. So we'll
saw noticeable a mi 3 nb. 1e 1 - visits to Jamaica earlier this year and Haiti in 2010. These have middle schoolers volunteering in nursing homes, or some of
But even ~ trips have influenced not only the congregation at FPC, but our bilingual students will work in ESL classes.” Many times, ac-

the TS “T \P haS .Cuel CA also the local community. cording to Weltin, the team members jump right back into local
under: : \ ame Z“ t0's y & B Aes'\re N me +0 , : y involvement when they return.
[ = d K o { < * Involve the Church
'/ support the wor
P I across -’\Eeltm has noticed that short-term trips help keep the church’s “It’s good for Christians to stay on the offense, to be engaging
C‘\r\S_PS Church ac i I; on to the nations in the forefront of the congregation’s the world,” said Weltin. “Christianity is not just about the “Thou
‘H\e, 3‘0‘03 \n P\G\CCS [ il Certa.lnly this is true for the team members who go abroad  shalt nots.”” Short-term trips have been an integral part of

of 3rea+ need ‘oj

Prdg\nﬂ) S\V\ﬂO) \ with a purpose. And as they reach out for encouragement and

sending, and 00\0’\3 L e ipport, other congregants are drawn in.

A " Hear from FPC students about their

yre our last trip to Jamaica, we had a big dinner with Jamaican  short-term project in Jamaica last spring

nd steel-drum music,” Weltin recalled. “It was moving with MTW in “Beat the Fear and Taste the

\I;he congregation to hear the kids talk about their Joy” on page eight of this issue of Network. ~ Visit mtw.org/explore or
email 2wk@mtw.org.

] ek or two. As they prepare, they pray for those they are  maintaining an outward focus for the
i I' serve and forge friendships into the tight bond of a team  congregation at FPC Coral Springs.

~  InvestYour
Summer!

Involve your church in
short-term missions!

(Check out our 2014 summer internship opportunities

at mtw.org/internships, or email go@mtw.orq to
discuss longer internships available year-round.
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mailto:go%40mtw.org?subject=I%20Want%20to%20Invest%20My%20Summer
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The global Church is growing, transforming hearts and
communities with the gospel. MTW is busy building
partnerships with existing churches around the world,
training nationals to plant churches, and welcoming
missionaries to serve these efforts. Read about MTW's
work in three particular regions and consider how you
may participate.

Europe

MTW Europe is transitioning to new ways of reaching
the continent with the gospel, relying less on non-
native church planters and more on partnerships with
existing churches.

“The need in Europe is tremendous,” says Ken Matlack,
MTW's international director for Europe. While the
region’s economy, values, and culture have huge
global influence, Europe is known in some circles as
the new “dark continent” due to its low percentage of
evangelical believers.

Matlack and his team are praying for 20 new leaders
who love the Church and are willing to serve. “We're

Is God calling you to respond
to the needs in Europe,

N. Mexico, or Japan? Let’s talk!
Email us at go@mtw.org.

14 // MTW.ORG

looking for different kinds of leaders to help Europeans
plant churches,” explained Matlack, “people who have
vision and can be self-starters, yet not the primary
person out front.”

These new missionaries for Europe will have plenty
of work ahead as Matlack continues to field requests
from indigenous churches that want to partner with
MTW. “I have invitations from several countries that
we can't respond to immediately,” says Matlack.

Northern Mexico

An exciting church-planting movement is underway
in Northern Mexico through the Center for Church
Planting in Monterrey. The new epicenter of Northern
Mexico’s Reformed church-planting movement is
aiming to plant 54 churches throughout the region’s
27 largest cities.

“Our vision," explained Andres Garza, MTW's team
leader in Northern Mexico, “is to strategize and
develop new gospel-centered and city-focused church-
planting movements in the capital cities of Northern
Mexico.” In order to plant these 54 churches in a
reasonable time frame, the Center offers a fast-track
church-planter training course that better accom-
modates nationals. Participants receive theological
training, practical skill development, and mentoring
throughout the two-year program.

But in order to plant churches, and thereby transform
cities, the Center needs help. “We need the experi-
ence, training, and insights of missionaries,” says

Garza. Specifically, the Center needs mentors and
coaches for the growing number of national church
planters. “Americans and Mexicans serving together,”
says Garza, “is a representation of the kingdom of God.”

Read more in the InVision article, “Accelerating Church
Planting in Mexico,” at invision.mtw.org/accelerating

Japan

MTW Japan’s “Twenty-Twenty Vision” is an ambitious
plan to bring the gospel to one of the world’s largest
unreached people groups by growing the presence of
the Church in some of Japan's largest cities. “Japan is
rich in material possessions, education, and technology,”
explained Dan Iverson, director of MTW's ministry in
Japan, “but it is poor when it comes to the gospel.”

While MTW has experienced growth in its Japanese
church plants, more work is needed to reach a popula-
tion riddled with high suicide rates, depression, and
marital strife. “There are so few Christians, so few
churches,” said Iverson. “Twenty-Twenty Vision” is

a project to raise up 35 new Japanese partners, and
35 new long- term MTW Japan missionaries by the
year 2020.

Among those 35 new missionaries, lverson is recruiting
ordained pastors to plant new churches, RUF-type
ministers, youth-focused missionaries, as well as
teachers for missionary children and English as a
Second Language classes.
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